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during the recruitment cycle, we inform applicants as early as possible in order to minimise the 
potential disruption to the application process. Current students will be consulted and provided 
with the opportunity to complete the programme or transfer to an equivalent alternative, as set 
out in this plan. We design our programmes to be delivered by integrated teams of academic staff 
and will secure access to specific subject experts as required to ensure that students can complete 
their programme. 

 
The risk that only one subject expert/lecturer can deliver a specific core module on a programme, 
or research supervisor supervise a research programme, is low. We design our programmes to be 
taught by integrated teams of academic staff and have access to specialist part-time staff. We 
appoint teams of supervisors to supervise research students. 

It is possible unforeseeable events and/or circumstances that are beyond the University’s 
reasonable control, have a disruptive effect on the University’s ability to deliver academic or other 
services could occur. These are also known as “Force Majeure Events”1. If these occur the 
University will give students as much advance warning of the changes occurring to any aspects of 
their course, including content delivery, placements, assessment and where and how the course 
will be delivered in different circumstances. 

 
 

We recognise that there may be particular risks associated with apprenticeship programmes, such as 
the risk that we need to ensure continuity for students should the employer be unable to continue 
to support them. We continue to develop our approach to assessing and mitigating risks on 
apprenticeship programmes, and to ensure that our contracts for apprenticeships, and our quality 
assurance processes as monitored by Ofsted, are appropriate and help protect the interests of 
students as apprentices. 
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3. Measures put in place to mitigate the risks 

 
Our Business Continuity planning process helps to manage any risks to the delivery of University 
services and to minimise disruption to those services in the event of an incident. The plan is kept up 
to date and makes provision for continuity of delivery and access to specialist resources in the event of a 
major incident. 

 
If a programme closure is proposed, we implement our programme closure process which requires 
approval from the Portfolio Development Committee, which scrutinises teach-out plans to ensure that 
sufficient time is allowed for students to complete their qualification. 
Our programme closure form Appendix 2d Programme closure form
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The Apprenticeship Sub-Committee of Assurance Committee has      
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We will ensure that Middlesex and collaborative partner staff are aware of the implication of the 
Student Protection Plan by: 

• referencing the plan in our validation and review procedures 
http://www.mdx.ac.uk/about-us/policies/academic-quality/handbook/lqe- 
handbook- section-3 in order to ensure that academic staff are aware of the plan 
when proposing programme changes or programme closure; 

• incorporating review of student protection arrangements in our institutional 
approval and reapproval processes for collaborative partners 

 
We will review our Student Protection Plan annually at Assurance Committee, a sub- 
committee of Academic Board, to ensure that it remains current and up-to-date. 

Assurance Committee includes student representation. 

 

Communication 
If the University closes a programme during the recruitment cycle, or makes changes to the 
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